
 

Begin evaluation process 

No Do not evaluate 
for BD/DNC. 

 
Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 
 

Yes 

 
 
 

 
No 

 
 
 

Do not evaluate for 
BD/DNC. Correct 

No 
temperature and blood 

pressure. 

 

Do not evaluate for BD/DNC. 
Conduct further diagnostic evaluation to 

determine etiology of brain injury. 
Neuroimaging can assist with identifying 

the mechanism of brain injury and 
determining the severity of brain injury. 

(Recommendation 7) 

 

 
 

Do not evaluate for BD/DNC. 

No Wait a sufficient amount of 
time and then continue 

evaluation. 

 

Yes 

 

Yes Do not evaluate for 
BD/DNC. 

 

 

No 

 

Ensure that metabolic derangements, intoxication, and medications that depress the 
CNS are excluded, adequately corrected or eliminated. 

(Recommendation 12) 

Does the patient have any of the following: spontaneous breathing, evidence of 
consciousness, any brainstem reflexes, or motor activity other than spinally mediated 

reflexes? 
(Recommendation 5) 

 
Has the patient been observed for sufficient time to determine the severity and 

permanency of the brain injury? 

(Recommendations 8 & 9) 

Are the temperature and blood pressure prerequisites met? 

(Recommendations 10 & 11)" 

 

Was the brain injury caused by an identified mechanism that is known to lead to BD/ 
DNC? 

(Recommendation 7) 

Has the patient sustained a catastrophic, permanent brain injury? 
(Recommendation 7) 



No 

Yes 

2. Were metabolic derangements excluded or adequately corrected? 

(Recommendation 12) 

Yes 

 
3. Neurological examination 1 

(Recommendations 15-20) 

4. Could the neurological examination be completed in its entirety AND 
were all aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? No 

 
Were all completed aspects of 
the neurological examination 

consistent with BD/DNC? 

 
8. Apnea test 

(Recommendations 22, 24-26) 

9. Did respirations occur? 

10. Was the apnea test target reached? 

(Recommendations 25-26) 
No 

Is the patient stable to repeat 
the apnea test? 

(Recommendation 23) 

 

Return to box 8 

H. Was the apnea test target reached? 
No 

(Recommendations 22, 25-26) 

Yes 
 

I. Perform ancillary test 
(Recommendations 27-33) 

Was the ancillary test result consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes No 

Document BD/DNC 
determination 

(Recommendation 
36a) 

Do NOT determine 
BD/DNC. 

Is the patient stable to repeat the 
apnea test? 

(Recommendation 23) 

Were all completed aspects of the 
neurological examination 
consistent with BD/DNC? 

B. Could the examination be completed in its entirety and were all 
aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

A. Neurological examination 
(Recommendations 15-20) 

 
C. Neurological examination 2 

(Ensure the temperature and blood pressure prerequisites are met) 

(Recommendations 10-11, 13, 15-20) 

 

D. Could the examination be completed in its entirety AND were all 
aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

E. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 
(Recommendation 23) 

Yes 
 

F. Apnea test 
(Recommendations 24-26) 

G. Did respirations occur? 

 
Were all completed aspects of 
the neurological examination 

consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

Move to Box C or E 

Abort the evaluation. Do 
not determine BD/DNC 
(Recommendation 14) 

No 

Were all completed 
aspects of the neurological 

examination consistent 
with BD/DNC? 

 

Move to box I 

 
 

Legend 
- ------------- Dashed lines indicate optional steps for adults 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

No  
No No 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yes 

 

 

Yes No No 

 

 
Yes 

 

No 

 
 

No 

 
 

No Yes 

 
Yes Yes 

 
 

No No 

 
 

Yes No 

 
Yes 

 

 
Yes 

 
 

No 

 

 

No 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Document BD/DNC 

determination 
(Recommendation 36a) 

 
 

Abort the 
evaluation. Do not 
determine BD/DNC 
(Recommendation 

14) 

 
 
 

5. Neurological examination 2 
(Ensure the temperature and blood pressure prerequisites are met) 

(Recommendations 10-11, 13, 15-20) 

6. Could the examination be completed in its entirety and were all aspects 
of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

 
Move to box C 

or E 

 

Move to box I 

 

Do NOT 
determine BD/ 

DNC. 

 
Do NOT 

determine BD/ 
DNC. 

 
7. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 

(Recommendation 23) 

 

Move to box A 

 

Move to box E 

1. Is this patient ≥ 18 years? 
No 

Move to Box 17 
Child Evaluation Pathway 

Move to Box 
I 

 
Return to Box F 

 

 
Move to Box I 

 
Move to Box E 

Adult Evaluation Pathway Adult Ancillary Pathway 
Do not start here. Go to Box 1 



20. Neurological examination 1 
(Ensure blood pressure and temperature prerequisites are met) 

(Recommendations 10-11, 13, 15-21) 

 
19. Have the prerequisite conditions been met? 

(Recommendations 10-12) 

 
Yes 

 
 

21. Could the neurological examination be completed in its entirety AND 
were all aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

23. Apnea test 1 
(Recommendations 22, 24-26) 

 

24. Did respirations occur? 

 
22. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 

(Recommendation 23) 
P. 12-hour observation period 

(Recommendation 13d) 

Q. Neurological examination 2 
(Ensure temperature and blood pressure prerequisites are met) 

(Recommendations 10-11, 13, 15-21) 

R. Could the examination be completed in its entirety and were all 
aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

S. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 
(Recommendation 23) No 

Move to 
Box W 

 
Were all completed aspects of 
the neurological examination 

consistent with BD/DNC? 

 

 
K. Could the examination be completed in its entirety and were all 

aspects of the examination consistent with brain death? 
 

Yes 

J. Neurological examination 1 
(Recommendations 15-20) 

 
L. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 

(Recommendation 23) 

 
Move to Box P 

 
Were all completed aspects of 
the neurological examination 

consistent with BD/DNC? 

Abort the evaluation. Do 
not determine BD/DNC 
(Recommendation 14) 

No 

No 

 
Move to Box P 

 

Were all completed 
aspects of the neurological 

examination consistent 
with BD/DNC? 

Is the patient stable to repeat the 
apnea test? 

(Recommendation 23) 

Is the patient stable to repeat the 
apnea test? 

(Recommendation 23) 

 
O. Was the apnea test target reached? 

(Recommendations 25-26) 

 
 

 
 

Yes 

 

No  
 
 

No 

 
No No 

 

Yes  
 
 

No 

 

 
No 

Yes 
 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
No 

 

 
Yes 

Yes 
 

 
No 

 
 

Yes 
No No 

 

 
 
 

No 

Yes  
Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes 

No 

 
 

No 

Yes 

 

 

No No  

Yes 

 

Yes Yes 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

No 

 
 

No No 

 
No Yes  

Yes 
Yes 

 
Yes  

No 

 
No 

 
 

Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes 

 
No 

 
No 

 

Yes Yes 

  

 

Return to Box 30 

 
 
 
 

Document BD/DNC 
determination 

(Recommendation 36a) 

 

Return to Box 23 

Child Ancillary Pathway 
Do not start here. Go to Box 17 

Child Evaluation Pathway 

 
 

Abort the 
evaluation. Do not 
determine BD/DNC 
(Recommendation 

14) 

 
 

 
25. Was the apnea test target reached? 

(Recommendations 25-26) 

Move to Box J 

 
 
 

W. Perform ancillary test 
(Recommendations 27-33) 

No 

Do NOT determine 
BD/DNC. 

 

 
X. Was the ancillary test result consistent with BD/DNC? 

Yes 

Document BD/DNC 
determination 

(Recommendation 
36a) 

 
Do NOT 

determine BD/ 
DNC. 

 
Do NOT 

determine BD/ 
DNC. 

U. Did respirations occur? 

 
T. Apnea test 2 

(Recommendations 22, 24-26) 

V. Was the apnea test target reached? 

(Recommendations 25-26) 

 

18. Is this patient <18 years? 

 
Is the patient stable to repeat 

the apnea test? 
(Recommendation 23) 

 
27. Neurological examination 2 

(Ensure blood pressure and temperature prerequisites are met) 

(Recommendations 10-11, 13, 15-21) 

26. 12-hour observation period 
(Recommendation 13d) 

 

28. Could the examination be completed in its entirety AND were all 
aspects of the examination consistent with BD/DNC? 

30. Apnea test 2 
(Recommendations 22, 24-26) 

31. Did respirations occur? 

 
Do NOT 

determine BD/ 
DNC. 

32. Was the apnea test target reached? 
No 

(Recommendations 25-26) 

Is the patient stable to repeat 
the apnea test? 

(Recommendation 23) 

 

Were all completed 
aspects of the neurological 

examination consistent 
with BD/DNC? 

 
 

Abort the 
evaluation. Do not 
determine BD/DNC 
(Recommendation 

14) 

 
M. Apnea test 1 

(Recommendations 22, 24-26) 

 

N. Did respirations occur? 

 

Do NOT 
determine 
BD/DNC. 

 

 
Move to Box L 

Move to Box T 

 

Move to Box P 

 

Move to Box P 

Move to 
Box W 

Return to Box 
M 

 
Move to Box S 

 

 
Do not evaluate 

for BD/DNC. 
17. Is the patient younger than 37 weeks corrected gestational age? 

(Recommendation 2) 

 

29. Is the patient stable for apnea testing? 
(Recommendation 23) 

Move to Box 1 
Adult Evaluation 

Pathway 

 
Move to Box W 

 

Move to Box W 

 
Move to Box S 

 
Move to Box L 


